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Journey of Faith Christian Church is a Green Sanctuary 

Committed to being a ‘green sanctuary’; Journey of Faith set out to make their new church as 

sustainable as possible.  Selecting an existing building instead of building a new facility was just the 

start.  The new church is located in a walkable community in Ann Arbor, MI, offering ample parking and 

convenient access to public transportation.  Energy consumption is mitigated by mature landscaping 

that offers summer shade and a buffer from cold winter winds.  Drought tolerant plants help to reduce 

water consumption. 

 

Inside the church, the existing first floor layout served the needs of Journey of Faith with only minor 

modifications and some fresh finishes.  Where demolition was required great care was taken to divert 

over 75% of all waste from the landfill.  Materials that were recycled include carpet, gypsum board, metal 

studs, wiring, ceiling grid, ceiling tiles and miscellaneous metals.  Materials set aside for donation or re-

use include doors, hardware, glazing, light fixtures, storage cabinets and other miscellaneous furniture. 

 

The upper level Sanctuary and Fellowship spaces have many sustainable design attributes starting with 

a commitment to conserve energy.  Dimmable LED light fixtures have the longest lamp life and lowest 

energy usage.  Occupancy sensors automatically turn off light fixtures to avoid wasting energy when 

spaces are unoccupied.  Copious amounts of daylight bath the Fellowship space and minimize the need 

for artificial lighting during the daytime.  Additional energy conserving measures include increased 

insulation in the perimeter wall and a new high efficiency HVAC unit in the Sanctuary.  All new appliances 

are Energy Star rated as well. 

 

Material selections were based on durability, recycled content and recyclability.  Durable materials 

include polished concrete, quality carpet, granite countertops, hardwood ceilings and masonry walls.  

Materials containing recycled content include carpet, window shades, chairs, aluminum framing, wood 

doors and burnished masonry.  The carpet tiles in the vestibule are made from recycled tires.  Materials 

re-used on the project include painted wood doors, hardware, glazing and countertops.  On the first floor 

more than 90% of the partitions were left in place.  The Sanctuary features a communion table crafted 

from reclaimed wood, chairs that were reclaimed from another church and stained glass from the 

church’s former location.  Where possible redundant materials were eliminated altogether, polished 

concrete eliminated the need for a redundant floor covering, and the exposed structure eliminated the 

need for an additional ceiling material.  Recyclable materials include carpet, masonry, wood ceiling, 

gypsum board and miscellaneous metals.  To make recycling easy, there are dedicated spaces 

throughout the facility to collect and separate recyclable materials. 


